
Comfort zone
Industrial luxe meets cool glamour 
in this finely judged London home
Words: Amelia Thorpe  Photography: Paul Craig
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         ..kitchen in a gloomy basement is not ideal, especially 
if you love to cook. It’s something that Kathryn Bricken, founder of a 
gourmet cookie dough company, Doughlicious, feels very strongly about. 
“I was tired of living in the dark,” she says, recalling the day in 2014 that 
she and her investment banker husband, Dan, began looking for a new 
home to share with their children, twins Grace and Trenton, now 19, and 
Alexander, 17. Having moved here from America nine years ago, their 
challenge was to find a London home with more space and light. 

“When we opened the door to this house, we were stunned by its 
depth,” explains Kathryn. “Unlike our previous home, which was tall 
and skinny, this one had much more usable room on each level.” The 
Victorian terrace in Chelsea, originally built for the owners of the local 
apple and pear orchard, had the potential to become a spacious family 
home. The couple decided to dig out the basement to add a cinema 
room, gym, wine storage area and laundry room, as well as extend the 
ground floor across the rear to create an even more generously sized 
kitchen-dining-living space. They also removed internal dividing walls 
to maximise the open feel on the ground floor and reconfigured the first 
floor to create a master suite by converting an unused bedroom into an 
ensuite bathroom. Here Kathryn tells us more about the project…

What was your concept for the kitchen-dining-living space on 
the ground floor?
Not only do I love to cook, but we also entertain regularly. We wanted to 
create a welcoming space with lots of natural light, an open feel and easy 
access to the garden, so we can spill outside on warm days. Having taken 
away the solid dividing walls, we added Crittall-style doors between 
the cooking and living spaces, so we can close off the kitchen without 
obstructing the flow of light. And by using the same parquet flooring 
and similar colours throughout the ground floor, we have been able to 
achieve an easy link between all the different areas.

What was your inspiration for the design of the kitchen?
The combination of cool marble, polished steel and white creates the 

A sense of industrial glamour that I love, and it accentuates the light and 
bright feel of the space. We have lots of storage and appliances in here – 
it is a busy family kitchen after all – but the design is carefully streamlined 
and sleek so that the room doesn’t feel crowded. Cabinetry and built-in 
appliances run the length of one wall, balanced by a marble-wrapped 
island, which is my main workstation in the room. Opposite is a unit that 
functions as a bakery centre, which was built to fit perfectly under the 
Velux windows. It houses all my baking kit, and is so useful when I am 
developing cookie recipes. We even managed to include a whole row of 
shallow cupboards within that side of the island as well, and I keep lots 
of dry ingredients in there so that they are easy to access. 

Can you tell us about the master bedroom?
We wanted a serene mood in here, so I commissioned Barbara Genda of 
Barbara Genda Furniture to create a whole wall of wardrobes so we can 
put all our clothes away and keep clutter out of sight. Barbara cleverly 
concealed the ugly chimneybreast with a fitted design with beautiful 
fretwork finish, and the mirrored doors really do boost the sense of space 
and light in here. 

And the ensuite?
We converted a former nursery bedroom into the ensuite, using my 
favourite marble to add a sense of luxury and tranquillity. Again, we have 
lots of much-needed storage to hide towels and toiletries out of sight, and 
these were designed and made by Barbara Genda with a contemporary 
flat-fronted finish. Crystal drawer handles, which I bought in America, 
add a glamorous finishing touch to the vanity unit.

Tell us about the wine storage in the basement?
To make good use of the space under the stairs, Barbara custom-made 
these walnut shelves and cubby holes to store our wine collection, tucked 
behind a glass panel and door. It is a practical way to keep wine ready for 
drinking and adds a good-looking feature in an otherwise unused space 
in the corridor leading to the cinema room. KBB

Previous pages (p120-121): The crisply linear contemporary island is 
wrapped in Carrara marble for a classic finish, while the glossy white base 
cupboards are framed in contrasting American black walnut veneer.

Opposite page: “Marble has been used for pastry-making for centuries, so I 
chose it for its functionality as well as its natural beauty,” says homeowner Kathryn.
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Q&A
Owner Kathryn Bricken says…

Which research tools did you find most 
useful when starting this project?
I collected inspiration from our travels, 
from magazines and the internet, and 
I thoroughly enjoyed the whole process.

Where did you find your contractors?
By visiting design shows and by asking for local 
recommendations. Meeting Barbara Genda was great; I 
liked her immediately and she understood what I was trying 
to achieve. We were also lucky to find our amazing builder, 
Darek Soliowoda of DSB General Building.

Any major lessons learnt from this project?
Be aware that everything takes 30% longer and costs 30% 
more than you anticipate. It’s true.

Is there anything you would do differently?
No. I can honestly say that although we love travelling we 
can’t wait to get home. It is a real comfort zone.

Above left: The streamlined kitchen leads on to a pretty 
courtyard garden. To the left, a glass balustrade to the staircase 
allows natural light to flow down into the basement.

Above right: Made by Barbara Genda Furniture, the bakery 
centre contains a stand mixer, blender and dough-making 
machine ready for use, plus a coffee machine, and comes 
complete with drawers for baking equipment and larder units 
on both sides.

Left: The family dining area, complete with TV and more 
storage, is designed to match the kitchen furniture.
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Right: Kathryn and Dan can keep their 
favourite bottles in this dedicated walnut 
wine storage unit in the basement made 
by Barbara Genda Furniture.

Below: An impressive headboard adds a 
sense of grandeur to the master bedroom, 
while wall-hung bedside tables make good 
use of limited space either side.

Opposite page, top: Antique and 
special finds from the family’s travels add 
personality to the living area, complete 
with a marble fireplace designed 
by Kathryn and installed by a local  
stone mason. 

Bottom: Double doors open on to the 
dining and living area. The Crittall-style 
windows mirror those that open on to  
the garden.
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Below: The master bedroom leads on 
to a tranquil bathroom, which is clad  
in marble. 

Right: A wall of wardrobes, made by 
Barbara Genda Furniture, features laser-
cut fretwork and mirrored doors.

Right: The walk-in shower is screened 
with frameless glass panels to allow 
natural light to flow into the enclosure and 
enhance its spacious feel.
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DESIGN
Kitchen Matrix Kitchens (020 7808 0340 or www.matrixkitchens.co.uk)
Builder DSB General Building (07903 154076 or  
www.dsbgeneralbuilding.co.uk)
Home automation ING Home Solutions (0800 880 3876 or  
www.inghomesolutions.co.uk)

KITCHEN
Cabinetry Bespoke Pure White high-gloss lacquer, framed in polished 
steel, with Thurloe collection glass and polished steel wall units, Matrix 
Kitchens, as before 
Worktops and splashback Honed Carrara marble, Matrix Kitchens,  
as before
Appliances Two ovens, combination microwave, warming drawer and fully 
integrated dishwasher, all Miele (0330 160 6600 or www.miele.co.uk);
Integrated fridge, integrated freezer and wine storage unit, all Gaggenau 
(0844 892 8988 or www.gaggenau.com/gb); Gas cooktop, induction 
cooktop and cooktop extractor, all Bora (020 3693 1390 or  
www.bora.com/en)
Taps BlancoCulina-S, Blanco (01923 635200 or  
www.blanco-germany.com/uk); Boiling-water tap, Hydrotap boiling and 
chilled water tap, Zip (08456 005 005 or www.zipindustries.co.uk)
Sink BlancoClaron 700-U, Blanco, as before
Baking centre Bespoke, Barbara Genda Bespoke Furniture  
(020 7978 2349 or www.barbara-genda.com)
Pendant lights Melt, Tom Dixon (020 7400 0500 or www.tomdixon.net)
Flooring Herringbone parquet, Cheville Parquet (020 7183 6352 or  
www.cheville.co.uk)
Runner (by island) Bolon (0844 561 0918 or www.bolon.com/en)
Dining table and chairs Saarinen oval table and Tulip chairs, The Conran 
Shop (0844 848 4000 or www.conranshop.co.uk)
Sofa and ottoman Bubble, Roche Bobois (020 7751 4030 or  
www.roche-bobois.com)
Paintings (above sofa) By Dominique Gerolini, Art Bastion (07852 333134 
or www.artbastion.com)
Crittall-style metal windows Bespoke, Monk Metal Windows (0121 351 
4411 or www.monkmetalwindows.co.uk)
Upholstered chairs For similar try Lisbon, The Sofa & Chair Company 
(020 8752 8935 or www.thesofaandchair.co.uk) 

LIVING AND DINING AREA
Sofas For similar try Roche Bobois, as before
Cushions Trina Turk, Culow (020 3289 0084 or www.culow.com/uk)
Wall lights Brass Single Cone, Birgit Israel (020 7376 7255 or  
www.birgitisrael.com)
Chest of drawers For similar try Lombok (020 7637 3286 or  
www.lombok.co.uk) 
Dining table For similar try BoConcept (www.boconcept.com)
Dining chairs Louis Ghost, The Conran Shop, as before
Wine storage Bespoke cabinetry, Barbara Genda Furniture, as before

mASTER BEDROOm 
Bed For similar try Loaf (0845 468 0698 or www.loaf.com) 
Headboard For similar try The Headboard Workshop (01291 628216 or 
www.theheadboardworkshop.co.uk)
Bed linen For similar try John Lewis (0345 604 9049 or  
www.johnlewis.com) 
Flooring Herringbone parquet, Cheville Parquet, as before
Wardrobes and fitted furniture Bespoke, Barbara Genda Furniture,  
as before
Wall lights Astro Lighting (01279 427001 or www.astrolighting.com)
Chest of drawers Antique. For similar try The French House (020 7371 
7573 or www.thefrenchhouse.co.uk)

ENSuITE BATHROOm
Fitted furniture Bespoke, Barbara Genda Furniture, as before
Brassware Pura Vida collection, Hansgrohe (01372 472001 or  
www.hansgrohe.co.uk)
Basins, WC, bath, shower screen, towel radiators For similar try  
CP Hart (0845 873 1121 or www.cphart.co.uk)
Floor and walls For similar try tiles from Fired Earth (0113 243 0748 or 
www.firedearth.com)
Lighting Pendant light, for similar try The Conran Shop, as before; Wall 
lights, for similar try CP Hart, as before 

COST
Kitchens from Matrix Kitchens start from £40,000. A similar bakery centre 
by Barbara Genda Furniture would cost around £5000, similar bedroom 
furniture around £9000 and similar bathroom furniture around £3500

Left: Copper round 
pendant lights, from 
£255 each, Tom Dixon. 
(020 7400 0500 or
www.tomdixon.net)

Above: Tiffany silver mirrored 
chest of drawers, £404, Melody 
Maison. (01302 741000 or 
www.melodymaison.co.uk)

SourceBook

LOOK
GET THE

Above: Dekton Aura 
composite, from £450 
per sq m, Dekton  
By Cosentino. 
(01256 761229 or 
www.dekton.co.uk)

Left: Miranda Watkins soap dispenser in 
Pewter, £99, Balineum. (020 7431 9364 or 
www.balineum.co.uk) 

Below left: Trina Turk Waterflow cushion in 
Citron, £137, Culow. (020 3289 0084 or www.
culow.com/uk) 

Below right: Lisbon chair, £1325 plus fabric, 
The Sofa & Chair Company. 
(020 8993 4415 or www.thesofaandchair.co.uk)

130 KITCHENS BEDROOMS  BATHROOMS

cHELSEA HOME


