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By fitting out each room with
luxurious, handcrafted furniture, the
look and quality of this entire home

have been completely revolutionised

Report: Anna Tobin

hen they first moved into their Edwardian townhouse
in a smart corner of London's Belgra Mimi Amin and her husband
thought that all it needed was a lick of paint to transform it from a house
that had been ‘done up to sell’ into a truly individual family home.
However, after living there a while, the; although it needed
no structural alterations, it certainly required a bit of money to be spent
on it

“The whole house had basically been tarted up for sale, but the
couple quickly discovered that, despite it all looking good, everything
had been built to quite a low standard and was not at all long-lasting,”
elaborates furniture designer Barbara Genda, who was brought in early
on in the refurbishment.

Mimi was pregnant with the couple’s third child at the time so she was
keen to get everything shipshape before the imminent new arrival, It
was her builder who put her in touch with Barbara, a bespoke furniture
designer who ended up working on nearly every room in the house.
“My builder knew we were looking to have several fitted units installed
around the home and he suggested 1 come and have a look at some
work done by a furniture designer in another property he had been
working on; and t how I came to find Barbar: xplains Mimi

She was looking for a designer that would provide imaginative
storage solutions that both functioned well and looked great, and
as soon as she met Barbara she knew she would deliver. “We got
on very well from the start,” says Barbara, “I could sec it was a very
high-end house and it clearly needed a bespoke approach. I put &
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The wall of smart, solid oak,
wenge-stained, floor-to-celing wardrobes
provides plenty of space for hanging and
folded clothes and shoes.
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Above: The contemporary Sanderson wallpaper running
behind the bed ensures that the striking king-size bed is the
focal point of the luxurious master bedroom suite.

Opposite page: Having the luxury of space, Barbara
designed the chests of drawers to match the wardrobes
and bed
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together a package of furniture that I could provide for the family and
I've gone on to help Mimi with the interior design of the whole house.
We've been a great team!”

Barbara began with the master bedroom on the first floor where
the aim was to create a tranquil feel with an air of understated luxury.
She designed a simple but elegant bank of wardrobes that was subtly
cut around the cornicing, which couldn't be touched as the property
is listed. “It was a challenge to finish the wardrobes in such a way so
that they wouldn't interfere with the windows and allow access for the
curtains. However, to overcome this difficulty I came up with the idea
of curving the wardrobe at the end and adding curved drawer units to
balance the scheme,” she explains.

Barbara approaches all her storage designs very methodically. Hence
she asked to see all the clothes that would need to be stored in the
master bedroom so that she could accurately calculate how much
hanging space was needed and how many drawers and shelves would
be required. “When it came to the look of the units, Mimi initially
asked for them to be white, but she was very open to suggestions. 1
thought that such a large room filled with natural light could take a
darker colour, which would make more of a statement, so we went for
a wenge colour.”

Barbara also accompanied Mimi to fabric shops and helped her to
pick out the colour scheme for the room and the paper for the feature
wall. “I knew that she wanted the room to be a calm inner sanctuary
away from the hustle and bustle of the rest of the house, and once »
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"l thought that such a large room
filled with natural light could take
a darker colour, which would make
more of a statement, so we went
for a wenge colour.”

So as not to detract from, or obstruct, the
lovely period windows and their dramatic window
dressings, the edge of the wardrobe has been
artiuly curved

F A wenge-coloured vanity unit links the
enstite with the adjoining bedroom.
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Above: The unobtrusive bedside tables have been designed without handles, making
them easy for lttle fingers to grab safely. They have also been measured to guarantee
that they can fit around a small double bed in the same room, ensuring that the
nursery will grow with the chid.

we had the colour scheme in place I went through some subdued fabrics
for the hmdhnud with Mimi and (hcn I had it upholstered in a lovely warm
" reveals Ba

‘The adjoining bathroom continues this feel with a similar palette of calm,
neutral shades. Soft, creamy brown tiles flow across the floor and walls,
while a vanity unit made from dark timber echoes the bedroom and kitchen
design. A frameless shower enclosure and sleck, simple brassware and
sanitaryware complete the effect.

Barbara then set to work creating a nursery that would take the baby
from birth into its teenage years. “I created two bedside tables in there,
spaced in such a way so that they could balance the cot between them,
and as the child grows this space will fit a small double bed.” The main
colour scheme was kept neutral in here, so that the child can inject their
personality into the room as they mature,

The couple had no plans to change the kitchen initially, but, havi
seen the other property that Barbara had worked on, Mimi knew
she wanted something similar in her house 1o replace the cheap high-
street units it came with. So, once the master bedroom suite was
complete and Barbara had created some wardrobes for the children’s
rooms, she was commissioned to take on the kitchen on the lower
ground floor.

“My brief was to create a workable, attractive kitchen with lots of storage,
whilst keeping costs down, as the kitchen was a treat rather than a necessity.
So we kept all the utilities in the same place and opted for a run of white,
full-height storage along the inside wall, with a run for food preparation
and serving along the window,” explains Barbara. With the walnut veneer
handleless units smartly framed in black granite, Barbara then suggested
bringing some colour into the room, prompting Mimi to opt for this striking
apple green splashback

The kitchen leads onto the family living space so it was important that
these two areas flow into each other. Thus, walnut flooring runs throughout
and Barbara designed an impressive wall-hung unit, also in walnut, to fit
under the TV. And, after searching in vain for the perfect sofa, Mimi asked
Barbara to design this for her too.

“Barbara has done everything in the house absolutely brilliantly. There
is nothing T would change about it now; we love it here,” enthuses Mimi,
Barbara was equally delighted with the final result and is continuing to help
Mimi with various design projects within the home. “What greater te stament
could T ask for?” she concludes.
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The zesty green splashback helps to link the kitchen to
the garden beyond and adds a sense of fun to the scheme.

Above: Designer Barbara Genda had the floating console
unit made in walnut to match the kitchen units and provide
an extra link between the two adjoining spaces. The feature
wall of walloaper provides a warm backdrop to the family
living space, whilst the wall-hung unit ensures that the room
is easy to clean and maintain,

Above left: The bright white door fronts conceal a range of
useful storage options.
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Above: When Mimi couldn't find @ sofa to fit the living room, she commissioned Barbara to create a
bespoke one for her. The side table provides additional storage for general family clutter.
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