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What are the benefits of installing bespoke 
built-in storage throughout a house?

The primary advantage is that this will be designed 
around your exact requirements and needs – it ultimately 
comes down to efficiency. Free-standing furniture is 
often made for a mass market, so finding a piece that 
works for you and your requirements can be tricky. Built-
in storage is created to make the most of the nooks  
and crannies and to maximise every inch of space.

How should homeowners approach 
designing fitted furniture?

For a new build, you should mainly look at the layout  
of the dwelling, functionality of your storage, as well  
as style and finish. It’s important to factor in all minimum 
requirements at the early stages of the project. 

If installing a fitted wardrobe, for instance, you can 
dictate the amount of hanging space and drawers 
required as well as deciding where it’s all best placed. 
Closets should not be shallower than 55-60cm front-to-
back. Make sure there’s enough floor area in the rooms.

With regards to finish and material options, it’s crucial 
to do your research. Consider more than just the colour 
and think about the overall look and style that you are 
trying to create. Whether you are aiming to achieve a 
contemporary look or need a lighter finish for a dark 
room, these elements are key to the decision. 

How can renovators maximise storage 
space when tackling their project?

Fitted furniture can often take advantage of zones that 
other solutions cannot. If you have an older home with 
tall ceilings, for instance, you could order cabinets built 
to maximise the full height of the walls.

A good supplier will be able to take advantage of 
tricky spaces with angles by cleverly utilising alcoves 
and sloping roofs. Units should fit into the shape of the 
room – following the lines and not fighting against them. 

If there are beautiful oak beams, for instance, it is 
important to work with them. Furniture should enhance 
architectural features, so as to complement the room’s 
dimensions and look as if it has always been part of it. 

What’s your advice for people who want  
a built-in wardrobe in their bedrooms?

There are various solutions for closets, from extendable 
tie racks to pull-out rails for trousers, as well as separate 
compartments for storing jewellery and watches.

Multiple-use storage is becoming increasingly popular. 
You can now get deep glass-fronted drawers with a 
versatile base that can be lifted to an angle – turning the 
same unit into a shoe drawer, depending on your needs.

It’s important to look at how much you want to store, 
so you can ensure there’s enough space available. 
Maximise room by introducing pull-down hanging rails 
and upper shelving for out of season clothing, in-built 
shoe carousels for ultimate organisation and deep 
drawers for handbags and bedding. Full length areas 
can accommodate longer items like dresses and coats, 
while shorter clothing can be hung above cabinets. Pull-
down hanging rails are another practical solution.
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Built-in storage

A
s more homeowners 
move towards achieving 
minimal interiors and  
a clutter-free lifestyle,  

the question of how to neatly  
stow our belongings has become 
increasingly important. Built-in 
storage can take advantage of 
awkward spaces in the home that 
other furniture cannot – staircases, 
lofts’ eaves and alcoves are just  
a few of the areas with potential. 

Clever planning at the design 
stages is key to ensuring cupboards 
and shelves throughout the home 
are suited to your household needs. 
Identifying where storage is best 
placed should be the first step, but 
also think about the items you’ll be 
putting away when deciding what 
type of units will work best. 

As kitchen cabinet technology 
improves, the same ideas are now 
being adopted in bedrooms and 
other zones. For instance, the 
mechanisms first used for pull- 
out larders can be incorporated in 
bespoke shoe cabinets with angled 

shelves to showcase your footwear 
collection – commonly found under 
the stairs. Compact home offices 
with small desks and a mix of closed 
and open shelving systems are also 
an example of a nifty approach to 
maximising unused floor space.

 Hiring a fitted furniture specialist 
ahead of carrying out renovations in 
the home can dramatically improve  
your options. With alcoves often 
relegated to basic bracket shelving  
(as seen either side of fireplaces,  
for instance), a designer could 
maximise this opportunity by 
offering advice on units ideal for 
supporting your AV systems. A 
prime benefit of bespoke furniture 
is that drawers, cupboards and 
shelving can be produced to 
specific dimensions depending  
on the ornaments you’re storing.

design
details

Whether you’re self-building or renovating,  
it’s important to integrate functional storage, 
and there are plenty of clever options. Sofia 
Delgado explores the choices available

Above: A bespoke mix of open shelving 
systems, cupboards and a corner desk 
with drawers makes the most of this 
space under the stairs, creating a neat 
home office. Fitted furniture by Neville 
Johnson starts from £3,000    

Homeowners extending into their loft asked the designers at 
Barbara Genda to take advantage of the awkward spaces in the 
eaves. The solution was to fit bespoke pull-out show racks and 
drawers between the rafters and a wardrobe with slanting doors.
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THE EXPERT VIEW

Jamie Godfrey, senior design consultant at 
Neville Johnson, explains the key considerations 
when designing fitted furniture for your home
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Here, solid oak drawers 
by Tomas Kitchen Living 
hide behind a handless, 

lacquered door front. Prices 
for an original Sheer kitchen 
with stainless steel rails and 

plinths start from £25,000 

CONTACTS Barbara Genda 020 7978 2349 www.barbara-genda.com Crown  
Imperial 01227 742424 www.crown-imperial.co.uk Empatika 0800 

458 9158 www.empatika.uk JV Carpentry 020 8842 2285 www.jvcarpentry.com Neville 
Johnson 0161 873 8333 www.nevillejohnson.co.uk Nimtim Architects 020 8693 0878 
www.nimtim.co.uk Tomas Kitchen Living 0800 023 6471 www.tomas-kitchen-living.co.uk 
Woodstock Furniture 020 8876 0131 www.woodstockfurniture.co.uk

This storage 
unit by Crown 
Imperial is ideal 
for children’s 
bedrooms or play 
areas in the house. 
Available in 13 
colours, it can 
be customised 
in a variety of 
shelving heights 
and depths. 
The Lifespace 
collection starts 
from £350 

This bespoke 
dark-painted 

wood unit with 
curved detail 
matches the 
stone tiles in 

this dwelling’s 
boot room, 
creating a 

monochromatic 
statement. 

Woodstock 
Furniture 

prices start at 
£35,000

The 
bedroom in 
this London 
flat is walled 
by a bespoke 
fitted closet 
in dark cherry 
wood veneer. 
Nimtim 
architects 
were asked 
to carry out 
a renovation 
and maximise 
space in 
the 45m2 
apartment
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These classic alcove units were designed and made by JV Carpentry for a property 
in east London. The setting features bottom cupboards for storage and open shelves 
above to display books, family portraits and other ornaments
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